University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

ScholarWorks @ UTRGV
Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers Newsletters

Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers

6-11-1987

Newsletter - 1987-06-11
E. De la Garza

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.utrgv.edu/kikadelagarzanews
Part of the State and Local Government Law Commons

Recommended Citation
Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - Newsletters, UTRGV Digital Library, The University of Texas – Rio
Grande Valley. Accessed via https://scholarworks.utrgv.edu/kikadelagarzanews/

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers at
ScholarWorks @ UTRGV. It has been accepted for inclusion in Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - Newsletters
by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks @ UTRGV. For more information, please contact
justin.white@utrgv.edu, william.flores01@utrgv.edu.

KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, T E X A S - - - - -

100-1108

11 June 1987

THE LEGENDARY ANDRES
who are

SEGOVIA.

Throughout

_.

Washington DC
the ages

there are

but a

very

touched by the hand of God with what we human call genius.

Segovia was one of

these

people.

He

few

Andres

took the inspiration from his mind and

soul, and using his fingers on some strings of an instrument called the guitar,
he made music like very few humans could accomplish.
He brought the heart and soul of his native Spain to the world, and elevated
the lovely guitar to un imagined loftiness.

He played before Kings and Queens

in the grand concert halls of the world.

His music had the mystique of the

gypsy,
of

the

bravery

the children,

of

the

Andalusia or Castilla.

the

bullfighter,

the

thunder of the heavens,

sadness
and

of

the

peasant,

the

joy

the calm of an evening in

He infused the classical guitar with an energy heretofore

unknown in concert halls.
And for this we mourn his recent passing, but rejoice in his contributions.
A few of us--for having had the privilege of being in his presence--consider
this a

great

fortune

in our lives.

His music will remain now for

the world

to savor--and every Spaniard will be proud of the Andres Segovia legacy.
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RENEWABLE RESOURCES FROM AGRICULTURE. Few Americans would dispute the following:
we rely far too heavily on imported foreign oil, minerals, and other raw
commodities for use in U. S. manufacturing and heavy industry.
But in South
Texas, some of our farmers are beginning to make a dent in the wall--and the
solution is called "kenaf. "
Kenaf is a plant of the Hibiscus Cannabinus family and i t is native to
the East Indies.
Now it will be native to South Texas!
Currently, farmers
in Hidalgo County, led by Rio Farms, are growing demonstration acres of
kenaf--and my hope is that more area farmers will switch from traditional grain
production and move into the kenaf field.
Kenaf is bamboo-like in appearance
and will enjoy our humid warmth in deep South Texas.
Kenaf is used primarily as the base fiber in making newsprint for publishing
our daily newspapers.
Secondary uses include fire logs for your fireplace
and fiber carpet pads (a big market for this is developing).
Most tempting for our farmers is the fact that in 1986, your Congressman
persuaded the U S Department of Agriculture to grant income support to farmers
who grow kenaf instead of the traditional row crops (grains).
The Valley
in South Texas could grow about 40,000 acres of kenaf and it would find a ready
market from a newsprint pulp factory planned for our area.
Kenaf can yield about 8 tons per acre and the U. S. could produce about
3.5 million tons of kenaf on an estimated 437,000 acres to help satisfy our
nation's total newsprint requirement of 15.5 million tons.
(By comparison,
it takes more than 25,000 short needle pine trees to make enough pulp for .Q!!!
edition of the Sunday New York Times!)
Kenaf is mentioned because it is an agricultural product that is typical
of what we call a "renewable resource" whereby one natural product can be
re-worked into another product--and the cycle can be repeated (kenaf has a
l20-day planting to harvest growth schedule compared to the tremendous amountof
time it requires for trees to reach maturity before paper can be derived from
their pulp).
In 1978, the Congress approved the Renewable Resources Extension Act and
gave this legislation a 10-year period of operation.
Under the RREA, about
$2.5 million have been disbursed to the several states for education and planning
in the cultivation and utilization of renewable agriculture and forestry

resources.
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In 1988 the RREA is up for re-authorization and your Congressman is leading
the effort to make it effective through 1995 with $12 million in monies to
be used by the states, in cooperation with USDA and land grant universities.
All of this is in connection with our federal efforts to encourage development
of agriculture commodities that can be used as critical manufacturing and
industrial raw materials.
These are renewable resources--and we support their
continued growth and use.
And on a final note--in the area of forestry resources--your Congressman
has introduced legislation which would provide for a la-year study and
recommendations on preventing damage to U.S.
forests from air pollution.
Hearings on my bill are currently underway by the House Agriculture Committee.
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FOREIGN NOTATIONS.
Fifty-five young Cadets of the Spanish Navy came to the
U.S. Capitol last week and your Congressman invited all of them for lunch!
The Cadets are enrolled in the great Spanish Naval Academy and they are on
an extended training r.lisoion aboard the Spanish Navy's training vessel, the
"Juan Sebastian de Elcanc>," which is one of the tall ship, square rigged vessels.
The ship came into the port of Baltimore and among the 55 Cadets who came
to the Capitol, there was His Royal Highness, the Prince of Asturias--son of
King Juan Carlos.
His name is Felipe, and like his fellow Cadets, he is part
of the training exercises of the "Juan Sebastian de Elcano."
Sadly I was down in Weslaco for a planned meeting with the Mexican'Minister
of Agriculture and USDA Secretary Lyng, so I wrote a personal message and had
it read to the Cadets--welcoming them to the U.S. and telling them about my
own Navy days and the Naval careers of my two sons, George and Mike.
We arranged a fine South Texas beef BBQ for the Cadets (they ate every
square inch of the table!) and they received a personally guided tour of our
U.S. Capitol with a member of your Congressional office staff providing
on-the-spot simultaneous translation from English to Spanish as some of the
Cadets could not understand too much English (the Prince, however, spoke English
as well as the ship's Commanders).
It was a great international get-together
and we applaud the Spanish people for having such fine young Cadets as emissaries
of good will. We wish them well in their travels.
Also last week your Congressman met with the head of the farmer's
organization from Poland for talks on East-West agriculture trade.
Following
on our recent visits with Czechoslovakian officials, it gave us the opportunity
to hopefully make more headway in promoting the purchase of Texas and U. S.
farm and ranch products by East Bloc nations who typically look to the Soviet
Union for food but must now look elsewhere as the Soviets have their own problems
in this regard.
We received an invitation from the Poles to have our House Agriculture
Committee visit Poland some day--and this we would like to do as a way of
continuing our talks on reciprocal farm and ranch trade.
Poland represents
what might well be a very attractive market in the years ahead for U.S. and
Texas goods.
And recently we had the pleasure of receiving a delegation from the United
States/Mexico Chambers of Commerce in our Washington office. This group promotes
dozens of cooperative business ventures between our two countries, and it is
visible proof of how our good neighbor policy should work.
Finally, we met last week in our Congressional office with the Honorable
Jean-Robert Odzaga, the Ambassador from Gabon to the U. S.
Gabon is a nation
of about 600,000 people along the Western coast of Africa and they are very
much interested in doing business with U.S. farmers and ranchers.
Our tlliks
were conducted in French as the Ambassador spoke very little English.
It was
my privilege to accommodate him to the best of my abilities in the French
language!
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VISITORS FROM HOME. Ms Ruth Ann Garcia, and Alberto Garcia Jr--of Alice; Maria
C Garza of McAllen and her son, Oziel Garza who now lives in Arlington, Virginia;
Mr and Mrs Robert F Barnes of McAllen.
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